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Skye Thistle Quilts 

 

Fabric Requirements 
2 ¾ yds of light background  
4 ¼ yds assorted medium to dark prints 
¾ yds Binding or 9 - 2.5” x 42” strips 
5 yds Backing 

 
If using strips for blocks A, B, C, D and sashing units you will need the following number of strips.  

Strip Width Light background Medium to Dark Prints 
2.5” x 40” 12 48 

 

Cutting - Blocks 
1 Block 

20½” x 20½” 2½” x 2½” 2½” x 4½”  5 x 5 

Print 36 8 - 4 

Background 8 4 - 4 
9 Blocks 
76” x 76” 2½” x 2½” 2½” x 4½” 4½” x 4½” 5 x 5 

Print - Blocks 324 72 - 36 

Print - Sashing 96 - - - 

Print - Border 2 4 72 - - 

Background- Blocks 72 36 - 36 

Background - Sashing - - 36 - 
 

Border 1 (8) 2.5” x 42” 

Binding (9) 2.5” x 42” 
 

TIP: To help prevent 
bowing, use shorter 
strips when sewing 
strip sets.  
A maximum strip 
length of 22” works 
well.  
This also increases 
the number of strip 
set combinations and 
results in more color 
variation. 

 

General Information and TIPS: 
• Measurements are based on 42" of usable fabric width and include ¼ " seam allowances 

unless otherwise indicated.  
• Sew with right sides together unless otherwise stated. 
• Starch your fabric and let it dry completely before ironing and cutting. This will facilitate 

piecing and will ensure that your triangles do not stretch as much.  
• Pressing directions are indicated and important for ease of block assembly. 
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Block A 1 Block 9 Blocks 

Make 4 36 

1. Using two (2) 2½” x 2½” background squares and
two (2) 2½” x 2½” print squares, sew together to make a four-patch
unit as shown.

2. Press seams as indicated.
3. Unfinished size: 4½” x 4½”.

Block B 1 Block 9 Blocks 

Make 4 36 

1. Using one (1) 2½” x 4½” print rectangle and one (1) 2½” x 4½” 
background rectangle, sew together to make Block B as 
shown.

2. Press seams as indicated.
3. Unfinished size: 4½” x 4½”.

Block C 1 Block 9 Blocks Sashing 

Make 5 45 28 

1. Using four (4) 2½” x 2½” print squares, sew together to make a four-
patch unit as shown.

2. Press seams as indicated.
3. Unfinished size: 4½” x 4½”.

Note: In the block diagrams, grey-shaded pieces represent print fabrics. 
Background fabrics are shown in white. 
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Block D 1 Block 9 Blocks 

Make 4 36 

1. Using two (2) 2½” x 2½” print squares and one (1) 2½” x 4½” 
print rectangle, sew together to make Block D as shown.

2. Press seams as indicated.
3. Unfinished size: 4½” x 4½”.

Block E 1 Block 9 Blocks 

Make 8  
Half Square Triangles 

(36) 5” x 5”
To yield 72 Half Square Triangles 

1. On the wrong side of a 5” x 5” background square, draw a diagonal line from corner to corner.
2. Layer the marked background square right sides together with a 5” x 5” print square.
3. Sew a seam ¼” on each side of the drawn line.
4. Press to set the seams.
5. Cut on the drawn line to create two (2) half-square triangle units.
6. Press seams toward the darker fabric and trim each unit to 4½” x 4½”.

Sashing Unit 1 Block 12 Blocks 

Make (3) 4 ½” x 4 ½” Background
(2) Block C

(36) 4 ½” x 4 ½” Background
(24) Block C

1. Using three (3) 4½” x 4½” background squares and two (2) Block C units, sew together to make
the sashing strip as shown.

2. Press seams as indicated.
3. Unfinished size:

20½” x 4½”.
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Skye Thistle Quilts 

Block F 
Make 36 

 
1. Sew together one Block A, one Block C and two (2) half 

square triangles as shown. 
2. Press seams as indicated.  
3. Unfinished size: 8½” x 8½”. 

 
 

          
 

Block G 
Make 36 

 
1. Sew together one Block B, one Block D as shown. 
2. Press seams as indicated.  
3. Unfinished size: 8½” x 4½”.        

 
        
 
 

Top and Bottom Block 
Make 18 

 
1. Sew two (2) Block F units to the sides of one (1) Block G unit to create the top and bottom block 

section as shown. 
2. Press seams as indicated.  
3. Unfinished size: 8½” x 20½”. 
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Skye Thistle Quilts 

Center Block 
Make 9 

 
1. Sew two (2) Block G units to the sides of one (1) Block C to create the center block section as 

shown. 
2. Press seams as indicated.  
3. Unfinished size: 4½” x 20½”. 

 

 
 
 

Full Block 
Make 9 

 
 

1. Sew together block in rows as show. 
2. Press as indicated. 
3. Unfinished size: 20½” x 20½”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Border 1 (8) 2 ½” x 42” Background  
(4) 2½” x 2½” Print squares 

 
1. Sew together two (2) 2 ½” x 42” border strips end to end. 

Make 4. 
2. From the assembled border strips, cut four (4) 2 ½” x 68 

½” side border strips. Measure before cutting. See tip. 
3. Sew one (1) 2½” x 2½” square to each end of the top and 

bottom strips. (Make 2) 
 

 

TIP: For straight borders, measure 
the quilt center at the top, middle, 
and bottom. Add the three 
measurements together, divide by 
three, and cut the border strips to 
that length. Pin borders evenly 
and sew without stretching to 
help prevent wavy edges. 
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Skye Thistle Quilts 

Border 2  (18) 2 ½” x 4 ½” print 

 
1. Sew together eighteen (18) 2 ½” x 4 ½” print units end to end to create one border strip. Make 4. 
2. Sew one (1) 2½” x 2½” square to each end of the top and bottom strips. Make 2. 

 

 

 
 

Assembly 
1. Assemble the blocks and sashing units into horizontal rows as shown. 
2. Press seams open. 
3. Sew the rows together to complete the quilt center. 
4. Quilt center size:  68” x 68” 
5. Sew Border 1 to the left and right sides of the quilt center, then to the top and bottom. Press 

seams outward. 
6. Sew Border 2 to the left and right sides of the quilt, then to the top and bottom. Press seams 

outward. 
7. Finished quilt top size: 76” x 76”. 
 

Finishing 
1. Layer quilt top, batting and 

backing. 
2. Quilt and bind as desired. 
 
 



76" x 76"
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